THE   NATION   IS   BORN
ing. Better still, King Alfonso, " The Lord of the Two Religions,"
had not long to live. The moment seemed at hand for Portugal
to break away.
Portugal had already become a " State " within the Kingdom of
Leon. Henry stood well with the Church and the local barons.
Secession, the break-away from Leon, appeared certain when
Queen Constanza suddenly died. Accompanying the news of her
death was a rumour that the King was contemplating regularising
his association with his mistress. There immediately arose
instead the question of succession ; neither Raimundo nor Henry
could have succeeded had King Alfonso married Zaida. Historians
part company when recording this stage of the proceedings, but
whatever the nature of the personal relations between Raimundo
and Henry, there seems to have been a pact of sorts between them.
Henry's own position was weak legally and in the circumstances
he is alleged to have agreed to recognise his cousin as King and
Emperor of Leon and to have promised him military assistance in
the event of attack in return for either Galicia or Toledo. An
arrangement, or " gentleman's agreement," between the cousins
is therefore understandable, but, whatever its nature, it seems clear
that although Count Henry might have been willing to recognise
his cousin's authority at a price, he was never at any time unmindful
of the aspirations of the people of the County of Portugal.
Fact now replaces conjecture. First, Count Raimundo died and
then there occurred the death of King Alfonso. The youth Sancho
was killed in a battle. Three years later Count Henry died at
Astorgas, leaving four " actors" holding the stage : the two
widowed sisters and their boys, Alfonso Raimundez and AfFonso
Henriques. The year was 1112.
The characters of the two sisters, or half-sisters as in fact they
were, can only be conjectured. Teresa seems to have been the
stronger personality. Both were fairly young when their husbands
died and for a while both sought a natural diversion from the
affairs of state, Urraca in marriage and Teresa in an affair more in
keeping with her status as a natural child. She chose a Galician as
a companion, a nobleman hand-picked, doubtless for policy reasons,
from her sister's court. She recognised her sister's authority, going
to the length of dropping the prefix " Queen " she had adopted on
the death of her husband and referring to herself more modestly as
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